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ABSTRACT 

In response to an Oklahoma state mandate, for the 
second year, a comparative study was done of the graduation rates of 
scholarship athletes and the student body as a whole. The study used 
data from the student-cohort flow system to determine whether 
students graduated within 6 years of enrollment (for four-year 
institutions) or within 3 years of enrollment (for two-year 
institutions). Graduation rates were computed by race and gender for 
all students, all scholarship athletes and individually for 11 
sports, and for four-year and two-year schools. The report reflects 
graduation rates for 15,435 students, 408 (2.6 percent) of whom were 
identified by their institutions as scholarship athletes. The study 
found that graduation rates for scholarship athletes at public 
comprehensive and four-year universities were approximately the same 
as for all students at approximately 35 percent, that white 
scholarship athletes graduated at a rate four-fifths that of all 
white students, that black scholarship athletes graduated at a rate 
more than a quarter again of that of all black students, and that 
scholarship athletes within three racial groups graduated at a rate 
higher than the all-student category within that group. The bulk of 
the document presents tables of data from the study. An appendix 
contains the legislation that mandated the study. (JB) 



xvepruuucLions suppiiea oy t^bt^^i are the best tnat can be made 
* from the original document. ^ 



COMPARISON OF 
00 GRADUATION RATES 

^ FOR SCHOLARSHIP ATHLETES 

to 

^ AND ALL STUDENTS 

BY SPORT, RACE, AND GENDER 



O 



ERIC 



U.S. OCPAirrMCNT Of EDUCATION 
Office of Educational Reaearch and improve mei • 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
CENTER (ERIC) 

^This document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organizalion 
originating it 

□ Minor changes have been made to improve 
reproduction quality 

e Points of view or opinions stated m (his docu- 
ment do not necessarily represent official 
OERI position or po<iCy 



Oklahoma State Regents for His^er Education 
State Capitol Complex, Oklahoma City 

July 1, 1992 



KST COPY AVAILABLE 



"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 



Ha^s Brisch 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIQ." 



OKLAHOMA STATE REGENTS 
FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 



Donald Halverstadt 
Chairman, Oklahoma City 



Glenn A, Cox 

Vice Chairman, Bardesville 

Ed Calhoon 
Secretary, Beaver 

Fred McCann 

Assistant Secretary, Oklahoma City 

Bob F- Allee 
Elk City 



James E. Barnes 
Tulsa 

George B. Kaiser 
Tixlsa 

Anne Morgan 
Norman 

Robert McCormick 
Stillwater 



Hans Brisch 
Chancellor 



The Oklahoma State lUgante for m^r Education in compliance with Tltlea VI and VH the Civil Ri^te Act of 1964, 
Execative Onkr 11246 aa amended. Title DC of the Education AmendmenU of 1972, Americana with Diiabilitiee Act of 1990 
and other federal laws and fegulaUona do not diacriminaU on the baaia of rMe, color, national origin, eex, age, religion, 
handicap, or eUtua aa a veteran in any of ite polkiea, practicea, or proceduree. Thia inchtdee but it not limited to admiaaiont, 
•mploymtnt, financial aid, and education cervioee. 

Thia pubHcation, dupUcated by the SUU RegentiT central eenrloee, la iaaued by the Oklahoma State Regente for Hi^er 
Education aa authoriied by 70 03. 1981, Section 3906. Copiee have been prepared and diatiibuted internally. Copiei have 
been depoaited with the PubUcationa CUarinchouae of the Oklahoma Depavtmant of Ubrariea. 



£RLC 



3 



SUMMARY 



Background: 

HB No. 1965, passed by the 1990 Oklahoma Legislature, mandates that the Oklahoma 
State Regents for Higher Education compile, pubHsh and distribute an annual report 
comparing graduation rates of scholarship athletes to those of the student body as a 
whole. This is the second azmual graduation rate report. 

Population: 

This report reflects graduation rates for 15,435 students, 408 (2.6%) of whom were 
identified by their institutions as scholarship athletes. The study examines graduation 
rates over a six-year period for fall 1985 first-time-entering freshmen who were fiill- 
time, baccalaureate degree-seeking students. Rates for fall 1988 full-time first-time- 
entering fireshmen seeking associate degrees are calculated three years from date of 
enrollment. 

Data for each degree level relate to one entering fireshman class and reflect only the 
behavior of that class. 



Format: 

Graduation rates have been computed by race and by gender for all students, all 
scholarship athletes and individually for 11 sports. 

Tables reflect rates at each institution with scholarship athletes, each tier of institutions 
(comprehensive, four-year, two year), and the State System as a whole. 

Methodology: 

This study uses the student-cohort flow system. In its simplest form, the system uses 
an individual student^s identification number and tracks the student's data semester-by- 
semester in the State Regents* Unitized Data System. 



Data: 

Two types of data are presented: 

1) "Within the Institution": Reflects the percentage of baccalaureate degree- 
seeking students who graduated with that degree in not more than six years 
from the institution in which they enrolled as first-time-entering 
freshmen or reflects the percentage of associate degree-seeking students who 
graduated with that degree in not more than three years from the 
institution in which they enrolled as first-time-entering freshmen. 

2) "Within the System" : Reflects the percentage of baccalaureate degree-seeking 
students who graduated with that degree firom any public or private 
institution within the state in not more than six years from the time they 
enrolled as first-time-entering freshmen at a public institution or reflects the 
percentage of associate degree-seeking students who graduated with that 



4 



degree from any public or private institution within the state in not 

more than three years from the time they enrolled as first-time-entering 
freshmen at a public institution. 



Findings:'* 



Graduation rates for scholarship athletes at public comprehensive and foiir- 
year universities were: 

approximately the same as for all students at these institutions; slightly higher 
when using "Within the Institution" numbers: 

Athletes All Students 

35.8% 35.1% 

and sUghtly lower when using "Within the System" nxmabers: 
Athletes All Students 

38.6% 39.5% 



• Graduation rates by tier varied greatly: 

comprehensive imiversities: scholarship athletes graduated at a rate that was 
four-fifths that of all students 

Athletes All Students 

40.6% 47.3% 

four-year xmiversities: scholarship athletes graduated at a rate one-fifth again 
that of all students 

Athletes All Students 

36.9% 31.0% 

two-year colleges: scholarship athletes graduated at a rate more than half again 
that of all students 

Athletes All Students 

28.7% 17.6% 



• Graduation rates by race, comprehensive universities: 

White scholarship athletes graduated at a rate four-fifths that of all White 
students. 

Black scholarship athletes graduated at a rate more than a qxiarter again that of 
all Black students.. 

There were no Hispanic and Asian scholarship athletes, and the numbers of Native 
American scholarship athletes in this tier were too small to yield significant 
results. 

*All numhen are ^Within the System" unless otherwise noted. 



Graduation rates by race, foiir«year universities: 



Scholarship athletes within three racial groups graduated at a rate higher than the 
all-student category within that group. There were no Asian Scholarship athletes 
reported in fall 1985. Native American and White scholarship athletes graduated 
at a lower rate than that of their respective all-student categories. 



Graduation rates by race, two-year colleges: 

Scholarship athletes within each racial group graduated at a rate higher than the 
all-student category within that group. 

Black scholarship athletes were three times as likely to ohtain their associate 
degrees in three years as were all Black students. 

Hispanic scholarship athletes were more than twice as likely to obtain their 
associate degrees in three years as were all Hispanic students. 

Asian athletes were not present. 



Graduation rate by sport: 

Graduation rates for baccalaureate degree-seeking students in six sports exceeded 
the average graduation rate of 39.5% for all students. 

Rate 



Two-year colleges reported scholarship athletes in six sport categories. Four of the 
six had graduation rates well in excess of the 17.6 percent graduation rate for all 
students at two-year colleges. 

Graduation rates compared: 

1984-85 bachelor degree seeking cohort compared with 1985-86 cohort 
1987-88 associate degree seeking cohort compared with 1988-89 cohort 



When the "Within the System" six year graduation rates of the 1984-85 cohort are 
compared to the 1985-86 cohort, there is a sUght percentage point increase in the 
rate for "All Athletes" in the combined four-year and comprehensive institutions. 
However, when the rates are examined by individual schools significant changes 
become apparent. The "All Athletes" graduation rate at the University of 
Oklahoma increased by 17.9 percentage points between the 1984-85 cohort and the 
1985-86 cohort. The graduation rate at Oklahoma State University decUned, 
however, by 2.6 percentage points for athletes between the two cohort years. East 



Volleyball 

Gymnastics 

Softball 



100.0% 

66.7% 

60.0% 

47.1% 

44.4% 

40.0% 



Basketball 

Wrestling 

Tennis 




Central University shot up by 39.3 percentage points but the increase was based 
on a very small number of scholarship athletes. All of the other foux-year 
institutions posted declines in the graduation rates of all of their athletes. For "All 
Students" as a group the percentage point variance between cohort years was 
much less. This is due^ mainly to the stablizing effect of the large numbers in 
these cohorts. 

These variances in just two cohort years point out the danger of using one year of 
cohort based graduation rates for an absolute measure, Subcohorts, such as 
scholarship athletes, with small nxmibers can give a radically different reading 
from year to year; only over several years can any real trends be perceived. For 
these reasons, the comparison of the 1987-88 cohort with the 1988-89 cohort for 
two-year institutions becomes problematic. In addition to the small numbers of 
scholarship athletes, a number of two-year schools ydth scholarship athletes in 
1987-88 reported no scholarship athletes in 1988-89, 



COMPARISON OF GRADUATION RATES 
FOR SCHOLARSHIP ATHLETES AND ALL STUDENTS 
BY SPORT, RACE, AND GENDER 



Introduction 

In 1990 the Oklahoma State Legislature passed House Bill 1965, Section 2 of which reqmres 
the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to compile, publish and distribute an 
annual comparison of graduation rates for scholarship athletes to graduation rates for all 
students (See Appendix A). This report, the second annual graduation rate reports mandated 
by HB 1965, contains graduation rates for institutions, for tiers, and for the state by sport, 
race, and gender. 



Background 

The report format and methodology were constructed by the State Regents in conjunction 
with the Unitized Data System Steering Committee composed of institutional representatives. 
The State Regents' Unitized Data System (UDS) provided the student-flow data upon which 
the report is based, and colleges and xmiversities identified scholarship athletes in 12 sports. 
The report reflects graduation rates for 15,435 students, 408 (2.6%) of whom were scholarship 
student athletes. 



Student-Cohort Flow 

The study uses the student-cohort flow system. In its simplest form, the system uses an 
individual student's identification number to track student data semester-by-semester in the 
State Regents' Unitized Data System. Students tracked in this report, both student athletes 
and non-athletes, met the following criteria: (1) as first-time-entering fireshmen they were 
taking 12 hours, which fulfills the definition of "full-time" as outlined by the statute and (2) 
they had declared themselves degree-seeking students. 

Baccalaureate degree-seeking students who entered comprehensive and four-year universities 
as first-time entering freshmen in fall 1985 were tracked for six years; associate degree- 
seeking students who entered two-year colleges as first-time entering fi:«shmen in fall 1988 
were tracked for three years. 

Report Content 

Two types of graduation data are reported for each group and subgroup within the study: 

"Within the Institution" data reflect baccalaxireate degree-seeking students who 
graduated with that degree in not more than six years from the institution in which 
they enrolled as fir8t*time«entering freshmen or reflects associate degree-seeking 
students who graduated with that degree in not more than three years from the 
institution in which they enrolled as first*time-entering freshmen. 

"Within the System" data reflect baccalaureate degree-seeking students who graduated 
with that degree ttom any public or private institution within the state in not 
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more than six years from the time they enrolled as first-time-entering freshmen at a 
public institution or reflects associate degree-seeking students who graduated with that 
degree from any public or private institution within the state in not more than 
three years from the time they enrolled as first-time-entering freshmen at a public 
institution* Students who transfer to and subsequently graduate from another 
Oklahoma institution are reflected in the graduation rate of their originating institution* 



When the "Within the System" six year graduation rates of the 1984-85 cohort are 
compared to the 1985-86 cohort, there is a sUght percentage point increase in the rate 
for "All Athletes" in the combined four-year and comprehensive institutions. However, 
when the rates are examined by individual schools significant changes become apparent. 
The "All Athletes" graduation rate at the University of Oklahoma increased by 17.9 
percentage points between the 1984-85 cohort and the 1985-86 cohort. The gradxxation 
rate at Oklahoma State University declined, however, by 2.6 percentage points for 
athletes between the two cohort years. East Central University shot up by 39.3 
percentage points but the increase was based on a very small number of scholarship 
athletes. All of the other four-year institutions posted declines in the graduation rates 
of all of their athletes. For "All Students" as a group the percentage point variance 
between cohort years was much less. This is due mainly to the stablizing efiect of the 
large numbers in these cohorts. 

These variances in just two cohort years point out the danger of using one year of cohort 
based graduation rates for an absolute measure. Subcohorts, such as scholarship 
athletes, with small numbers can give a radically different reading from year to year; 
only over several years can any real trends be perceived. For these reasons, the 
comparison of the 1987-88 cohort with the 1988-89 cohort for two-year institutions 
becomes problematic. In addition to the small nximbers of scholarship athletes, a 
number of two-year schools with scholarship athletes in 1987-88 reported no scholarship 
athletes in 1988-89. 



Notes 

Although the report reflects graduation rates for only those institutions with scholarship 
athletes, it also contains aggregate graduation rates at the comprehensive, four-year and two- 
year college levels. Because aggregation in a cohort student flow system occtirs at the initial 
formation of the student cohort (in this case with first-time entering freshmen) graduation 
rates cannot be summed or averaged. 

A dash (-) in some cells indicates the institution had no scholarship athletes in that category. 
For institutions that do not have varsity athletic teams, all cells will contain dashes. At least 
three schools that have varsity athletic teams reported no athletic scholarships were awarded 
within the 1985-86 student cohort. These schools have "NA" in each cell. 

In several instances the number of individuals in each cell is so small that the percentage 
value is stated as 0.0% or 100.0%. These values should be analyzed with caution. Were this 
a numerical report, all values less than 5 would not be displayed in order to comply with the 
federal privacy act. It is also important to note that tracking students between and among 
schools relies on data identified by social security number. If a student's social security 
number changes, is misreported, or withheld by the student, tracking between schools will 



not take place and even tracking within an institution may be influenced. Internal data 
audits at the University of Oklahoma indicate that invalid social security numbers introduce 
an error range of 1 ^o 2 percent. 

No athletic scholarships were awarded in swimming to any student in the 1985-86 cohort for 
four-year and comprehensive institutions or the 1988-89 cohort for two-year institutions so 
no "Within the Institution" and "Within the System" tables were included. 

A final note relates to the "all student graduation rates" category. This category does not 
represent the actual productivity of system institutions. For example, significant nimibers 
of students take more than six years to graduate. As a result, if a cohort of first-time- 
entering fireshmen at OU and OSU were tracked over a ten-year period (instead of six years 
as in this study), the anticipated graduation rates would be approximately 60 percent. 
Additionally, the methodology used in this report does not take into account noteworthy 
differences between urban commimity colleges and traditional residential junior colleges. 
Urban community college students tend to take smaller nxmibers of courses over longer 
periods of time while residential junior college students tend to follow more traditional 
enrollment patterns of 12 or more hours during consecutive semesters. Only long-term 
analysis will fiiUy reveal graduation rates of Oklahoma higher education institutions. 
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BE IT EHACTSD BY THE PEOPLE OP THE STATE OT OXLAKCIU: 



SECTIOH U AMEHDATORY 70 0.5. I9tX, Section 695*4, as 

aasndsd by Section 57, C3^aptsr 178, O.S.L. L9iS (70 O.S. Supp* 1919, 
Section 69S.4), is tmtndad to r«ad 4s follovs: 

Section 695«4 Any trustM appointed to the Authority shall, at 
the tiaa of the appointment, be a citizen and resident of the State 
of oklahoaa for at least one (I) year prior to the date of him 
appointment. The Authority shall consist of five (5) aeabers 
appointed by the Governor e f th e GHee e e l i Uieh sB s with the advice 
and consent of the Senate ••trf. rhm Mahaiffi shall be reaovahle at hie 
p ieajur e fey eatiae ^ The regular term of each aeaber shall be five 
(5) years eaee p t toet tee initiel a p p e intm e nt aheil lie l e g leseei 
t mnm a e thee the teia e f s nl y a n s asmiie r ihaAl aa p ire s aeii— jr^%g> 

The trustees shall elect a chairman and secretary^ end each shall 
serve until hes i successor is elected and qualified and shall 
perform such duties as the trustees direct. 

The trustees shall adopt rules and regulations as they deem 
necessary tor the governing of the Authority and the discharge of its 
duties and may do all things necessary or convenient to aaice the 
Authority effective for the purpose for which it is created. 

The trustees shall be reimbursed f eg tra v el en p ene e e a et s < 

Hurguant t^o t^ha gfcat^* Traval gaintaurga««n^ Agg. gr^ian SQQ.l at mmr, 
of Ti€la l A Qf fehe OlclahQiiia Stat^ti^aa from funds available t: the 
Authority while e n g e g ed in attendin g travel Im to and from official 
meetings of the Xu^heyitv and in tga v eiin g thes e t e e g therefg e m; 
for travel on other official business p egsmana t e t he oeete fse v el 
neiaJ D ngaeawn e A e e a# rha Author itv. 

SECTION 2. HEW LAW A new section of lav to be codified in 
the OJclahoaa Statutes as Section S32 of Title 70, unless there is 
created a duplication in numbering, reads am follows: 

A. Beginning July 1* 1991, each institution of The Oklahoma 
State System of Higher Education which is attended by students 
receiving athletic scholarships shall submit an annual report to the 
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education which shall include: 

1. the graduation rate for students at the institution who 
received athletic scholarships, detailed by sport, year of 
enrollment, race and gender; and 

2. the gradxiation rate for all sttxdents at the institution, 
detailed by year of enrollment, race and gender. 

B. The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education shall compile 
the data contained in the reports submitted pursuant to subsection A 
of this section and shall publish an annual report making the 
information available by individual institution by sport, yeer of 
enrollment, race and gender and on a statewide aggregate besis by 
spozi:, year of enrollment, race and gender, mo report ehall be 
distributed tot 

1. the Governor; 

2. the Speaker of the House of Representatives i 

3. the President Pro Tempore of the Senate; 

4. the Publications Cleeringhouse of the Oklahoma Oepertment of 
Libraries; 



5. the library of each Institution of The Oklah< 
of Higher Education; 



State System 
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6. ttaa Stat* Sup«rintand«nt of Public Inatruction; «nd 



7. any p«rson upon rsquMt. 



ERIC 



C. Thm Stats Sup«rint«nd«nt of Public Inatruction snail 
distributa a copy of tha raport raquirad by subaaction B of this 
saction to tha library, atbiatic offica, principal's offica or 
counaalor's offica of aach public sacondary school in this stata. 
Tha rapozrt shall ba aada availabla at tha school for public 
inspaction. 

0. Saginnin? July I, 1991, aach institution raquirad to subait 4 
raport pursuant to subaaction A of this ssction shall provida tha 
inforaation containad in tha aoat racant raport to all high school 
athlataa tha institution ia racruiting and^ for avary ^^udant who 
Miqnm a lattar of intant, shall obtain a signad stataaant indicating 
that tha atudant has raviavad and diacussad tha raport with tha 
sacondary achool guidanca eounaalor or principal of tha studant. 
said signad stataaant shall ba availabla for public inspaction at tha 
institution for a pariod of six (6) yaars folloving tha data signad. 

e. For tha purpoaa of this aaction: 

1. "Xthlatic scholarship" aaana any scholarship, grant, or othar 
form of financial assistanca vhoaa taraa raquira tha racipiant to 
participata in a prograa of intarcollagiata athlatics for tha 
institution in ordar to ba aligibla to racaiva tha aaaistanca froa 
tha institution; 

2* "tattar of intant" aaana a docuaant vhich ia: 

a. providad by an institution of highar aducation to a 
prospactiva studant who ia of farad an athlatic 
acholarship» and 

b. aignad by tha atudant to indicata tha intant of tha 
atudant to attand that institution; and 

3. "Graduation rata^ aaana tha proportion of stuHart athlataa to 
tha ganaral atudant population anrollad in at laaat twalva (12) 
cradit houra par saaaatar who hava aamad an aasociata dagraa within 
thraa (3) yaara or hava aamad a bachalor'a dagraa within six (€) 
yaars of coaaancing atudy for such dagraa. 



SCCtlOM 3. AMSHOATORY 
aaandad by Saction 1, Chaptar 215 
Saction 3201) » is aaandad to raad as follows: 



70 O.S. 19tl, Saction 3201, aa laat 
0 O.S.L. 19S2 (70 O.S. Supp. 19t9, 



Saction 320X. tha following stata adueational inatitutions shall 
ba aaabars of Tha Oclahoaa Stata Systaa of Hlgbar Iducationi 
Univaraity of Oklahona, Olelahoaa Stata Onivaraity, Langatoa 
univaraity, Oklahoaa Panhandla Stata univaraity, Murray Stata 
Collaga, Connors Stata Collaga of Agriealtura and Appliad Scianca, 
Caaaron Univaraity, taatam Oklahoaa Stata collaga, Northaaatam 
Oklahoaa Agricultural and Naohaaioal collaga, Oai i ia ai itata 
Wni va sai iy miivag«itv eati^yi av^^h^ laat Cantral i k isiiiaa 
i tat a univaraity, Northaaatam tmajisaa Stata Univaraity, 
Nortfavaatam Oklahoaa Stata Univaraity, Soisthaaatam Oklahoaa stata 
Univanity, Southwaatam Ok lahoaa Stata Ukiivaraity, Univaraity of 
Scianea and Arta of Oklahoaa, ea^i Aii^yfe f^wmam. gi a^tift 

JuniQg gallaaa. Northam Oklahoaa collaga ^l^lmHemm gilry 

gflitifii^ gfliia<ta. logon stata collaga imii fff ifi rfliltWt StBlnfllt 

Junior Callmam^ Tulsa . Tuwifty gnil^ga^ ati^ Idmm^m^ nit\mhtmm n^mrm 



SKTXON 4. 
aaandad to raad 



ANCNDATOXX 
followat 



70 O.S. 19SX, Saetion 3S01.1, is 
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